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China’s Pioneering 
Composer
Ding Shande
By Dr. Mimi Zhang

Ding Shande (1911–1995) was a 
pioneering 20th-century Chinese 
composer. He played a pivotal role 
in the development and advance-
ment of Chinese piano pedagogy, 

music education and piano performance. This 
poster provides an overview of Ding Shande’s 
compositional output, available solo piano 
works, contributions to 20th-century Chinese 
music and a brief analysis of a selection of 
solo piano works: Spring Suite, Op. 1 (1945), 
Three Overtures, Op. 3 (1947–48) and Eight 
Piano Pieces for Children, Op. 28 (1987). The 
works selected range from the early-inter-
mediate to late-intermediate level (Magrath 
2021). 

Ding Shande was born on November 12, 
1911, in the city of Kunshan, located in the 
Jiangsu province, China. From age 6, Ding 
was inspired by the traditional Chinese fes-
tival music from his hometown. Developing 
a deep love for Chinese folk song and instru-
ments, Ding taught himself to play the pipa, 
dizi, erhu, sanxian and other traditional Chi-
nese instruments by 8. At 17 years old, Ding 
Shande enrolled in the Shanghai Conserv-
atory, studying piano under Boris Zahkarov 
(1887–1943), pupil of Leopold Godowsky 
(1870–1938). In 1935, Ding performed a solo 
piano graduation recital, known as the first 
solo piano recital performed in China. Soon 
after graduation, Ding Shande was the first 
pianist to record Chinese solo piano music. 

As a pedagogue, Ding Shande made history 
by composing the first Chinese elementary 
piano method, First Lessons in Piano (1st ed. 
1941, 3rd ed. 1957). Throughout his teaching 
career, more than 105 of Ding Shande’s stu-
dents have won prizes at national and inter-
national competitions. As an academic, Ding 
Shande authored more than 100 academic 
articles, a composition treatise and translated 
three French theory textbooks into Chinese. 7 

Mimi Zhang is a pianist, peda-
gogue, collaborator and researcher 
based in St. Augustine, Florida. She 
is the director of the St. Augustine 
Piano Academy LLC.
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