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Picture Books
for Inclusive Music Studios
By Sara M. Ernst, NCTM

Children’s literature, specifically fic-
tion and nonfiction picture books, 
forms a tremendous resource for 
music teachers, especially for the 
entire studio community. Through 

stories and images, readers learn about the 
world in which they live, hearing about and 
seeing identification figures and potential role 
models. This genre can increase awareness of 
the uniqueness of others and the vast world, 
historically and in the present. Picture books 
are thus a potential pathway for exploring 
facets of identity and seeing oneself repre-
sented in the world (Leahy and Foley 2018). 

Especially in the last decade, there have 
been numerous books published with in-
clusive themes and diverse figures, and 

significant action is being taken by organiza-
tions to ensure greater representation (Leahy 
and Foley 2018). Recent publications feature 
unrepresented musicians, including historical 
and biographical stories, and fictional stories 
with positive themes. These books provide a 
small but significant opportunity to create a 
library of images and stories that reflect the 
diverse landscape of music making. A pur-
poseful collection of books can help teachers 
place diverse musicians and musical traditions 
in the studio environment to open dialogues 
and provide connection figures for students 
of varied backgrounds and interests. Ideally, 
these books can be integrated into the studio 
to inspire discussions, studio-wide projects 
and new musical discoveries. 

This poster provides an overview of six ideal 
picture books. An annotated bibliography ex-
pands the list of 14 books, all recommended 
additions to a studio library. 7

Annotated Bibliography
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